Exploring Gujarat's
History, Textiles
and Wildlife

Your experience
Step off the main tourist trail and travel through
Gujarat, in north-west India, to experience the region’s
rich blend of temples, palaces, textiles, tribal people
and extraordinary wildlife.
• Explore India's 'Jewel of the West', accompanied by
Amelia Dalton
• Visit the exquisite Aina Mahal, known as the Palace
of Mirrors
• Explore the ancient capital of Patan, renowned for
the quality of its dyes and silk saris
• Gain special access to remote Banni tribal villages

Your itinerary
Arrive into Mumbai.

Fly from Mumbai to Bhuj. In the evening, explore Bhujia Fort.

Visit Aina Mahal, also known as, ‘Palace of Mirrors’ and the Living and
Learning Design Centre, working to preserve the Kutch Heritage.

Explore the local Banni villages and enjoy a safari in the Banni Grassland.

Travel from Bhuj to Mandvi and visit Vijay Vilas palace.

Leave Mandvi and travel to Dasada. Spend the next two days
exploring the regions salty desert, known as Little Rann.

Travel from Dasada to Ahmedabad. Visit Patan, Gujarat's
ancient capital, famous for its ikat weaving technique.

Depart Ahmedabad.

History
Explore Ahmedabad, India's first UNESCO Heritage city. Take a guided heritage walk
around the old quarters of the city. Explore the beautiful havelis, temples, mosques and
mausoleums ending at the finely carved 15th century Jama Masjid.

Textiles
Gujarat is recognised for its beautiful textile items and handicrafts. Passed down from ancestors, these
crafts are a blend of intricate detailing and aesthetic charm. Some of the major textile and handicraft
designs of Gujarat include Zari, pottery, Patola, Bandhani, beadwork, woodwork and silver jewellery.
On this tour, explore Dasada to learn the origins of Ajrakh prints, among the oldest textiles in the
world, dating back to the Indus Valley civilisation.

Wildlife
Explore the Little Rann of Kutch, home to the only remaining population of Indian wild ass, alongside
nilgai, blackbuck, desert cats and flamingos.
Visit the ‘bets’, islands on the ancient seabed that now form higher ground covered with grass and
scrub. These 'bets' support a variety of wildlife including the gudkhur (Asiatic wild ass) which is not
found anywhere else, nilgai or blue bull (India’s largest antelope), chinkara (Indian gazelle), jungle
and desert cats, blackbuck (Indian antelope) and a large variety of birds including cranes and
flamingos.

Cuisine
Gujarat cuisine offers a wide selection of vegetarian dishes, and more often than not served on a lovely
silver platter. A combination of different spices is used in cooking and this is what makes Gujarati
food truly exotic with sweet notes dominating many dishes such as Gujarati Kadhi (curry).

Amelia Dalton
Having operated her own
expedition vessel in Scotland
for ten years, Amelia went on
to lead unique itineraries for
a number of the world’s leading small
luxury tour operators and charities.
Amelia draws on her experience and
knowledge of both the natural and
cultural world with a particular
specialism in leading tours to Costa Rica,
Madagascar, India and Indonesia.
She is an author with a recently
acclaimed bestseller, a keen naturalist
with a passionate interest in botany and
its applications, is a Fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society, a member of the
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, V&A and
British Museum, National Art
Collections Fund, the Countryside
Alliance and Royal Horticultural Society.

